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Time schedule

Agenda items of Resolution 1185 (modified, 2003) of the ITU Council: resolves 2.2, 2.3, 2.4
Introduction

Pursuant to Resolution 77 (Marrakesh, 2002) of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference and Council Resolution 1185 (modified, 2003), the second session of the Conference will be held at the earliest in late 2005; a date and duration will be proposed by the first session of the Conference and eventually decided by the ITU Council at its 2004 session.

The second session should preferably take place in early 2006 to allow:

· sufficient time for the preparations (i.e. preparation of planning software, collection of input requirements, planning studies and multilateral co-ordinations);

· the early development of the digital broadcasting future;

· the regulatory framework for bands III IV and V to take into account digital broadcasting services.

Proposals

	1. In order to allow sufficient time for administrations to conclude planning studies and multilateral agreements and the ITU-BR to process the input data, administrations are urged to provide their initial requirements as soon as possible after the first session to facilitate ITU planning exercises. Final requirements should be provided not later than 3 months before the second session of the Conference.

2. The second session of the Conference should take place in early 2006.

3. The entry into force of the Agreement, to be decided by the second session, should be nine months after the end of the second session.

4. The Final Acts of the second session should provisionally apply the Agreement as from the date of the end of the second session. 



Potential constraints

There are a number of practical considerations that will affect the date proposed for the Second session including:

· the lack of a suitable venue in Geneva for 2005 due to refurbishment of the CICG which is due for completion by the end of September 2005;

· a proposed World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) early 2006, an ITU Council meeting and a Plenipotentiary Conference, second half 2006;

· a WRC in 2007
Further considerations
There also would be a need to abrogate those relevant parts of the Stockholm 61 and Geneva 89 Agreements that are dealt with by the new Agreement as from the date of entry into force of the new Agreement so as to avoid having a same frequency resource governed by two different agreements. The abrogation of the relevant parts of these Agreements should also be provisionally applied as from the end of the two short conferences. This issue is covered by proposed draft Resolution ZZZ in ECP 18. 

Reasons

For the proposal on the date for the 2nd session of the RRC:

Adequate time should be allowed for planning exercises, planning studies and bi-/multi-lateral agreements to be completed in the inter-sessionary period. 

In addition, some countries may wish to complete the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting shortly after 2006.

For the proposal on the date of application of the new agreement:

The date of entry into force of the agreement will be defined by the second session of the Conference, i.e. 9 months after the end of the second session, to give time to the States belonging to the planning area to ratify, approve, accept or accede to the new agreement. However, if the new agreement cannot be applied immediately after the end of the second session, there will be a period during which countries may need to apply the current procedures of the existing relevant Plans to modify existing assignments or to add new assignments to the existing Plans. 
As these new or modified assignments may not have been known to and taken into consideration by the Conference, this may lead to incompatibilities with the Agreement of the Conference. On the other hand, if the Conference decides to freeze the existing Plans and associated provisions for a period running after the second session until a certain date, this may contravene the rights of the administrations to develop their analogue broadcasting service. 
Agreements concluded by Regional Radiocommunication Conferences are stand-alone binding treaties, the application of which is governed by specific provisions contained therein and international law. Such provisions should specify that all the provisions of the new Agreement shall apply provisionally immediately after the end of the second session of the Conference.
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